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ELECTRICITY FEED-IN TARIFF 

868. Hon KATE DOUST to the Minister for Energy: 

I refer to the government’s underwhelming electricity feed-in tariff: 

(1) What advice does the minister have for those householders who may have systems over the five 
kilowatts generating capacity threshold and who are unable to access the feed-in tariff? 

(2) Does the minister think it is fair that these householders are being penalised by Synergy by having their 
renewable energy buyback scheme rate reduced? 

(3) Why has this rate been set so low by Synergy compared with the retail tariffs and Horizon’s rates? 

(4) Will the minister undertake to order Synergy to review the 7c per kilowatt REBS rate, especially for 
those who have a larger renewable energy system and thus are unable to access this shambolic feed-in 
tariff; and, if not why not? 

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 

I thank the honourable member for some notice of this question. I think that it should refer to the governments 
overwhelming feed-in tariff. There might have been a typo there! 

(1) The five-kilowatt cap has been in place since 2005 when the REBS legislation was enacted and enables 
even a large household to offset its electricity needs. It is publicised by the Office of Energy and 
Synergy, and the majority of suppliers provide their customers with appropriate advice in this regard. 
The average install system size is around 1.5 kilowatts.  

(2) Households are not being penalised. The legislation requires Synergy and Horizon Power to purchase 
renewable energy from eligible systems under fair and reasonable terms and conditions. The REBS rate 
paid by Synergy was changed to better reflect the wholesale value of the electricity. 

(3) Retail tariffs are made up of a number of components, including generation, transport, retail and 
compliance with environmental requirements, such as the national renewable energy target. The 
generation component, which is effectively what these systems offset, is a subset of the total retail tariff. 
Generation costs in areas serviced by Horizon Power are significantly higher than those in the south 
west grid. The REBS rate paid by Horizon Power reflects these higher costs. 

(4) Both Synergy and Horizon Power will review their REBS rates annually to ensure that the rate 
continues to reflect the wholesale value of the electricity the system provides. 

 


